
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary  

 

Geography Rationale 

 

At St. Joseph’s the children are taught History and Geography on a two year 

rolling programme. 

Year 1/2 – Cycle A 

In autumn term, we start with simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of our school and its grounds. We use aerial photographs and 

plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and features; devise simple maps; and 
use and construct basic symbols in a key. We use simple compass directions (N, 

S, E, W) and locational/ directional language [e.g., near & far; left & right], to 
describe location of features & routes. We use “The Naughty Bus” by Jan and 
Jerry Oke and Chris Trevor’s unit of work to support this topic. 

We also link to Science by identifying seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
UK and we look at plants in our school and local environment.  

In spring term, we move onto using simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the key human and physical features of the surrounding environment. We 

understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the UK and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European (the Daintree Rainforest in Australia). We use the 
book “Where the Forest meets the Sea” by Jeanne Baker to support this topic. 
Some years, we will visit Formby – where the forest meets the sea in the UK. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, e.g. beach, 
forest, hill, sea, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather AND key 

human features: city, town, house, port, harbour. We also link this topic to 
Living habits and their habitats in Science.  

In summer term, we have a light touch of the local area. We focus on parks (link 
to History) and roads (Link to Science). We reinforce the basic geographical 

vocabulary: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather key 
human features, including: park, roads, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office and shop continued.  We also link materials used in the local environment 
in our Science lessons. 

 Year 1/2 – Cycle B 

In autumn tern, we use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study shops 
in the local area.  We build up early mapping skills, devise plan of class shop 
then simple maps of our local area. We use basic symbols in a key. We look at 

how buildings/shops have changed over time, which is linked to our History – 
changes within living memory. 

In spring term, we name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas. We use aerial photographs 



to recognise landmarks and basic human/physical features. We use maps to 
identify UK and its countries. We use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather key human features, 
including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

throughout the year. 

In summer term, we use world maps, atlases and globes to identify, name and 

locate the 7 continents & 5 oceans. We identify the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to Equator and the North/South Poles. We use simple 

compass directions (N,S,E,W) locational and directional language [e.g., near& 
far; left & right], to describe the location of features and routes on a world map. 
We link to “Meerkat Mail” by Emily Gravett.   

We also use four other books to support our teaching. ‘George saves the world 

by lunchtime’ and ‘The world comes to my place today’ both books by Jo 
Readman. ‘Poles apart’ and ‘King of Tiny Things’ by Jeanne Willis. We also link to 
‘Living things and their habitats in Science.  

Year 3/4 - Cycle A 
 

In autumn term, we name and locate geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (coasts, hills & 

mountains). We link this to rock types in Science. We understand how land-use 
patterns changed over time and link to the earliest settlements.  We look at 

physical geography: rivers, mountains – link to rocks/ earliest settlements and 
we use the 8 points of a compass, 4-fig. grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the UK. 

 
In spring term, we Locate countries, using maps to focus on Europe (incl. 

Russia) concentrating on environmental regions, key physical/human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. We use maps atlases globes & 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. We 

describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals & 
water. We refer back to this study of Europe in the Summer Term,  when 
investigating how, where and how the Roman Empire spread and consider the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals & water (e.g. 
Why did the Romans want these?). We make links in science to Living things & 

their habitats in Europe and local to us. 

In summer term, we look at states of matter- the water cycle. We understand 

key aspects of physical geography of the water cycle (Science link). We conduct 
an enquiry and river study. We use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features, using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans & graphs. We use OS maps to describe features of rivers 
studied (and notice how the Romans chose to settle on UK rivers). We use the 

book ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit to support our topic. We use UK 
river study region to compare similarities and differences in a study of human 

and physical geography with a region in a European country (Pompeii area). 
Describe and understand key aspects of volcanoes & earthquakes. 

We also make links to ‘Living Things and their habitats’ in science. We recognise 
that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things.  



 
Year 3/4 - Cycle B 
In autumn term, we look at physical geography. We look at the importance of 

rivers to settlements and earliest civilisations. We use maps, atlases and globes 
to locate countries and describe features studied. We use the 8 points of a 

compass, symbols and keys to build knowledge of wider world. 
We make links to plants in science and the need for water.  
 

In spring term, our topic is ‘What makes a hero? Myths and legends’. We focus 
on geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region in a European country (Athens area).  We use 
maps atlases globes and digital/computer mapping to locate Ancient Greek 
Empire and describe geographical features and constraints on their location. 

 

In summer term, we use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area or residential visit area (especially 
the metal street furniture, to plot the route of The Iron Man if he ate his way 

around the area.)  We use a range of methods, including sketch maps to map 
the route. We link this topic to the book ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. 

Year 5/6 - Cycle A 
 

In autumn term, we make our geographical links to ‘Beowulf’. We name and 
locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, (Link to place name enquiry). 

We use the 8 points of a compass, six-fig. grid references, symbols and key 
(including use of OS maps) to build our knowledge of the UK. 
We use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs. 

 
In spring term, our geography topic links to the Mayans. We identify the position 
and significance of longitude, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

(including day and night).  
We locate the world’s countries in Central America, using maps to focus on the 

Historical region chosen, concentrating on environmental regions, key physical & 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
 

In summer term, we use the eight points of a compass, six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the UK to Y6 look at the Conway Centre. 
 
Year 5/6 - Cycle B 

 
In autumn term, we locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on S. 

America, concentrating on environmental regions, key physical & human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. We use maps atlases globes & 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

Journey around South America. We identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. We describe and 
understand key aspects of physical geography: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts and human geography, including: types of settlement, land use, 
economic activity e.g. trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 



In spring term, we focus on The USA and Canada. We locate countries, using 
maps to focus on North America, concentrating on environmental regions, key 
physical/human characteristics, countries and major cities. We use maps atlases 

globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied.  We understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region within North America 
(Niagara Falls). We describe and understand key aspects of physical/ human 
geography, including types of settlement/land use, economic activity, trade 

links, and distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

In summer term, we understand geographical similarities and differences 
through study of human/physical geography of a region of UK (and compare 

with the N. American region studied in the Spring Term.)  Through our 
residential/ coastal visit, we identify human & physical characteristics, key 

topographical features, land-use patterns; understand how these changed over 
time. We describe and understand key aspects of physical geography: coastal 
processes.  To use 8 points of a compass, 6-fig. grid refs, symbols, key 

(including use of O.S. maps) to build their knowledge of the UK/ coasts.  We use 
fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human/physical features at 

the coast using range of methods e.g. sketch maps, plans, graphs, digital 
technologies. Y6 look at the Conway Centre. 

 


